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Abstract

The Concept of Objectivity
in Broadcasting from a Legal Perspective

Ahran Park
Senior Researcher, Korea Press Foundation

The concept of objectivity and fairness is substantial in evaluating the quality of
broadcasting. Nonetheless, the notion of “objectivity” has received less attention than
“fairness” or “impartiality.” But the importance of objectivity as a broadcasting standard
has been increasing in a legal perspective. For instance, the Seoul High Court in 2016
reversed the lower court’s decision in the JTBC {News 9) case, holding that JTBC violated
an objectivity standard by ignoring other side’s opinions. Also, several court cases
illustrate how the objectivity standard has been utilized to regulate contents of
broadcasting. This research shows that Korean courts and the Korean Communications
Commission have yet to provide a clear guideline to determine the concept of objectivity
in broadcasting. Also, it argues that courts should have considered the differences
between broadcasting channels and programs. This article claims that courts should
carefully apply the objectivity standard to broadcasting for more freedom of the press,
especially in cases related to ‘public interest.’

Keywords: objectivity, fairness, Korea Communications Commission, freedom of the
press



