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News Frames, Audiences Frames,

and Framing Effects on Opinion:

Testing the Narrative Interpretive Model of
‘Diving-Bell’ Issue During the Sewol Ferry Disaster

Changyoung Jeon
M. A., Hankuk Univ. of Foreign Studies

Chunsik Kim
Professor, Hankuk Univ. of Foreign Studies

The purpose of the study is to examine how political news frames moderate the effect
of audiences’ interpretation on opinion of scientific issue, ‘Diving Bell’. This paper tests
three hypotheses by using an experimental method in which 307 college students
participated. The results of the analysis accept H1 and H2. Firstly, audiences who form
‘attribution of responsibility’ narrative frame interpret that the news emphasize
responsibility of the government, and tend to be in favor of ‘Diving-bell’ input for the
Sewol Ferry disaster. Secondly, users who apply ‘conflict’ narrative frame interpret that the
news underline people’s conflict and opposition. Moreover, they assert that the discussion
of experts about ‘Diving-Bell’ input should be respected by the government. Thirdly, people
who activate ‘human-interest’ narrative frame tend to interpret toward feeling-oriented
response, such as anger and grief of the bereaved. In addition, they also consider that the
opinion of the bereaved must be reflected in decision making process about ‘Diving-Bell’
input. Audiences who get ‘morality’ narrative frame interpret the news focusing on the
procedure of ‘Diving-Bell’ input. They stress that the determination of ‘Diving-Bell’ input
has no moral problems. Based on the results, this research offers some implications of the
study, and provides limitations and suggestions for the future study.

Keywords: news frame, interpretive frame, narrative interpretive model,
Sewol Ferry Disaster, Diving-bell
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